
 

  

Information Technology Solutions West Allegheny School District 
 

-Proposed Redistricting Plan- 
  

 

Why is West Allegheny School District redrawing school attendance boundaries? 
 

West Allegheny School District is faced with significant enrollment imbalances across 

all three elementary schools, a trend that is forecasted to grow over the next several 

years. The proposed plan would rectify a notable demographic shift reflected in the 

current kindergarten enrollment counts.  Wilson Elementary kindergarten enrollment is 

currently at 115 students, while McKee Elementary has dipped to 62 and Donaldson 

Elementary is at 89.  Current K-5 enrollment at Wilson is 600, McKee is 440, and 

Donaldson is 530.  If not corrected, this growth is anticipated to result in even more 

significant enrollment imbalances by the 2021-2022 school year when it is estimated 

that kindergarten through fifth grade totals at Wilson, McKee and Donaldson 

Elementary Schools would be approximately 657, 466 and 511 respectively.  Over the 

next 10 years, Wilson’s projected enrollment exceeds Donaldson by an average of 131 

students and McKee an average of 173 students. 
 

The plan would balance both short- and long-term student enrollment, alleviate 

increasing overcrowding at Wilson and lower average class sizes with a concentrated 

focus on ensuring academic programming effectiveness and optimizing school 

capacity at all three elementary schools. 
 

 

What neighborhoods would be affected? 
 

Neighborhoods impacted would include Forestbrooke, Highlands of Montour, Virginia 

Hills West, Pine Ridge Apartments, Dinardo Manor, Redwood Estates and Settlers Place 

Apartments as well as homes between Rt. 22/30 and the municipal line and between 

Logan and Kennedy Roads (off of Steubenville Pike) with both roads not being 

impacted by redistricting. The following neighborhoods would make the indicated 

moves from their current school to their new school starting in the 2019-2020 school 

year: 
 

Forestbrooke   Wilson  McKee 

Highlands of Montour  Wilson  McKee 

Virginia Hills West  Wilson  Donaldson 

Pine Ridge Apartments Wilson  Donaldson 

Dinardo Manor  Wilson  Donaldson 

Redwood Estates  Donaldson  McKee 

Settlers Place Apartments Donaldson  McKee 

Homes not part of a Plan* Wilson  Donaldson   

   Donaldson  McKee 
 

*Between Rt. 22/30 and Township Line and Logan and Kennedy Roads  

(off of Steubenville Pike) with both roads not impacted by redistricting. 
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What is the timeline for redistricting? 
 

The new school attendance boundaries would be in place for the start of the 2019-2020 

school year. The Board of School Directors is expected to vote on the proposed plan 

later this year. 
 

 

How many students would be impacted? And in what grades? 
 

In the 2019-2020 school year, approximately 90 elementary students currently enrolled 

in kindergarten through third grade at Wilson and Donaldson Elementary Schools 

would be impacted.  Students living within the impacted attendance areas who are 

currently in fourth grade would be given the choice of remaining in their current school 

to complete their fifth grade year (2019-2020) or to move to the newly zoned school.  

Families with a rising fifth-grade student will be asked to provide their school choice  

no later than March 1, 2019.   

 
 

Will sibling preference be an option for families with more than one child in an 

impacted school? 

 

Parents may exercise their preference regarding younger siblings of rising fifth-grade 

students. Any current grade K-3 student who is a sibling of the rising fifth-grade 

student may opt to remain at his/her current school through the 2019-2020 school year 

only.  Transportation will be provided for these students through the 2019-2020 school 

year. Siblings would transition to the newly redistricted school for the 2020-2021 school 

year.  Any families with rising fifth-grade students and younger siblings will be asked to 

provide their school choice no later than March 1, 2019.   
 

 

When will families be notified if their child(ren) will be impacted by the proposed plan? 

 

Letters will be mailed to impacted families only on October 11, 2018 with follow-up 

phone calls to impacted families the week of October 15.  These families will be invited 

to attend Parent Engagement Meetings on October 23, 24 or 25 at which families will 

have the opportunity to learn more about the proposed plan and the transition 

process. 
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What criteria were used to assess the attendance boundary options? 
 

Over a yearlong process, the redistricting committee utilized a multi-variable, metric-

driven impact model to assess 15 attendance boundary scenarios.  The seven variables 

evaluated were: Academic Program Optimization, Teacher Effectiveness, Family Impact, 

Budget Impact, Balanced Enrollment, Functional Capacity and Long-term Feasibility.  

 

 

Will new housing developments necessitate additional redistricting in the future? 
 

The comprehensive feasibility study conducted by Thomas & Williamson Program 

Management and Davis Demographics projects student enrollment through the  

2027-2028 school year. The scope of this study accounts for demographic shifts 

inclusive of both existing and approved residential development.   
 

 

When will the proposed plan be approved? 
 

The West Allegheny School Board of Directors will be asked to vote on the proposed 

plan later this school year. 
 

 

Will my child’s new teachers, guidance counselor and administrator be aware of 

his/her individualized needs?  
 

In an effort to ensure a seamless transition and maximize student success, the District’s 

office of Special Education and Student Services will work closely with parents and 

school staff at the current school and newly assigned school to relay all pertinent 

information concerning special education, gifted education, mental health needs and 

504 service agreements to the appropriate team members at the new school.   
 

 

How will parents and students be supported in this transition?  

  

The District will host new school orientations for families in May and August when they 

will have an opportunity to tour their new school as well as meet their new principal, 

teachers, guidance counselor and staff.  Individual conferences will be available upon 

parent request.   
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What should impacted students and parents expect from their new school? 

 

District administration has implemented a concentrated focus over the last five  

years on ensuring consistency across all three elementary schools with respect to 

academic, co-curricular, extra-curricular and special programming, inclusive of, but 

not limited to: 

 

 Dynamic School Leaders, Teachers and Staff 

 Academic and Related Arts Programs 

 Consistent Scheduling and Frequency of Related Arts 

 Facilities (Classrooms, gymnasium, pool and playground) 

 Full-service Kitchen and Cafeteria 

 Positive Behavior Interventions and Support 

 Continuum of Special Education Services 

 Where Possible, Students will be Placed in Homerooms with  

Other Reassigned Students   

 Anti-bullying Program – Rachel’s Challenge 

 Opportunities for Enrichment 

 WIN Time 

 Maker Spaces and Technology (2:1) 

 After School Programming 

 Communications 

 Full-time Counselor and Nurse 

 DARE Program 

 Transportation 

 PTA Involvement for Parents 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit the SchoolSite Locator to identify the elementary school  

your child would attend in alignment with the  

proposed 2019-2020 redistricting plan. 

 
Please direct any questions to:  redistricting@westasd.org 

Responses will be provided within 3-4 school days. 

 

Additional information may be found on the  

West Allegheny School District website by clicking  

HERE.  

http://apps.schoolsitelocator.com/?districtcode=99099
mailto:redistricting@westasd.org
http://www.westasd.org/2019-2020ProposedRedistrictingPlan1.aspx

